Australia Mission Update — May ‘06

SeekingaMinistry Training Partnership “Down Under”
G'day! Thisis Audrdian for grace and peaceto you.

| was so blessed to be ableto travel to Audrdiaand view the opportunities for training
preachers, teachers and church leaders in the Sydney/Gosford area. One of the great
blessings was being ableto travel with our Dean of M inistry Trainingfor Oceania,
Dwight Whitsett. Dwight has such alove for the church and the lost souls of Australia
and feds such aburden to minister for God in Oceaniathat you cannot help but be
affected by his evangdlistic heart. It was such ablessingto see the opportunity through
hiseyes. Oneof the greatest blessings | have had duringmy tenureat SBI isto travel to
different locations with men who have aheart for thework of that area. | look forward to
more such blessings in the future.

Images from the Gosford C of C
We began by visitingwith the leaders a the Gosford congregation. Gosford is about an
hour drive away from Sydney, and ahub for Christian activity in Augrdia. The Gosford
congregation has been blessed with agodly edership, acapable ministry team, and a
leadership that is dedicated to evangelizing Australiathrough the efforts of Austraian
Christians, Augrdian congregations and Austraian funding. It was at ther invitation
that we began our investigations into workingin Austrdia and it was ablessingto find a
group of leaders who aready share our vision for changing the world through preacher
training, evangelism and church planting. In whatever works we do in Austradia, the
Gosford congregation will play animportant role. They dready have agood relationship
with Sunset through their involvement in the AIM program, and arelooking forward to
workingwith us in other areas of ministry. They expressed awillingness to partner with
us in developing aministry training school, but asked that we meet with the brothers &
theM acquarie School of Biblicd Studiesin Sydney before makingany agreement. The
leaders at Gosford were worried about possible friction and saw the great benefit that
could be attained by Sunset and M acquarie workingtogether in Austrdia. Weset a
meeting at alater time, and told them that we would meet again after meetingwith Ted
Paull and the brethren at M acquarie.



Dwight and the men from MSOBS at the meeting in Sy drey
We met with Ted Paull (blue swesater) as well as three area preachers who teach classes at
theM acquarie School of Biblica Studiesin Sydney. Ted has been coordinating the work
of the school. M SOBS has been in existence for more than three decades and has a long
history of ministry training. Whilethey have recently had fewer students and have
trained fewer preachers, they havetrained many of the preachers and church leadersin
Austrdia, includingthe mgority of leaders at the Gosford congregation. Ted and the
other instructors seemed to appreciate the explanation of our intense focus on preacher
training, evangelism and church planting and appreciated the benefits of having access to
Sunset materids, teachers, and administrators. We discussed Sunset taking over the
administrative work of the school, providingaresident Administrative Dean to work with
Ted, providing materials and resources, and providing visitinginstructors as needed. We
are presently in negotiations with M acquarie in this regard and invite your prayers aswe
seek to develop apartnership for the good of the Lord’s Kingdomin Austrdia. Wewere
geatly edified by their willingness to work with us and theM acquarie Church of Christ
has aready given their blessingto such apartnership.

You will find two flowcharts attached with this regport: (1) is aflowchart tha shows the
set up of our effort with the addition of Dwight as the overseeing administrator of the
school, with the leaders from Gosford and other congregations serving as an advisory
board to Dwight, the addition of the STAMP program (Short Term Austraian M issions
Program which will include aprogram like AIM for Austraian young people), and the
addition of aperson to serve as theresident Administraive Director for the school, (2) is
basically the same as #1, only it includes the addition of a Sudent Director to mentor
students and work specificaly in evangelism and church planting. Since we would bear
theresponsibility for providing additional personnel, we will need to see how recruiting
and fundraising are progressing to determine which model we use. Understand, thisis
still in the preliminary phase, but we see many great possibilities in following such a
modd.

Chris, Dwight, Les Totmanand the leadersat Gosford
The next eveningwe met with the church leaders in Gosford and an interested preacher

name L es Totman who would like to work with the school and see our vision
implemented in Austraia It was atime of celebration as we discussed the possibilities of
al of usworkingtogether with M acquarie as one united team.



We discussed the concept of the advisory board and even began discussingloca |eaders
who might bewd | suited to serve as teachers and administrators in the school. It was
aso decided that, if for some unforeseen reason, our partnership with M acquarie did not
come about, that Gosford would gill bewillingto join with us in teaching and training
church leaders, preachers and teachers.

Asplans become mor e concrete, you will be updated on the details of our agreement. We
covet your prayers in behaf of this agreement and the attempts being made to train
preachers, evangelize thelost and plant churches in Audrdia. Truitt has dready been
briefed on the possibilities of our working agreement with M acquarie and is in agreement
with Dwight and my self of the great patentid of such apartnership. With God's
blessings, this will be apivota moment for the Lord’ s Church * down under”.

Dwight and | continued on to Adelaide, Austrdia. After having met with the saintsthere
and seeing the fractured condition of the church there, we are more determined than ever
to train and equip men who can make adifference in the cities of Austraia. As| returned
tothe US, Dwight continued his stay in Adelaide and will be meetingwith brethren in
New Zedand to let them know of the great things God is doing through the S BI
Internationd Division and our intentions to work in Augralia Our brothers a the South
Pacific Bible Collegein Tauranga (New Zed and) will adso beablessingto our work in
that regon, and we pray tha we can bless their work as well.

Please pray for Dwight as hetravels and for thework in Austrdial M oreto come!

In Him,
Chris

Dwight meeting with 2 AIMers Dwight eating a Pie Hoater (friedmeat Opera house in Sydrey (sametimes
(Lauren and Stacey ) in Gosfard floating in pea soup) in Adelaide. Mission workisso hard...)



