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Greek Greetings,

“Ya Sas!” This is the Greek way of saying

Hello. It also means “To your health,” which is
also a way to say goodbye. We are acclimating
to the culture very well now. The cultural
“abnormalities” we experienced before don’t
seem so abnormal any longer. It's amazing how
we have become accustom to the Greek way of
life (even though we are very much foreigners
here). They smile when you attempt to
communicate in their language. It seems to be
flattering that an English-speaking person would
want to learn to speak Greek. Don't get the
impression that we have become fluent. Four-
year old children can speak Greek better than we
can, (which makes us jealous). Simple and very
elementary attempts is the best we can master at
the moment.

Getting around Athens and Glyfada is about as
familiar as getting around at home now. We are
thankful that we no longer have to depend on
the public transportation system. A couple of
months ago we were able to get a car, thanks to
those of you who were willing to give in a
special way to help. Driving in Athens is not

like driving in the states. Back home there are
rules of the road. In Greece, rules are more

suggestions and guidelines to be followed.
Defensive driving is the only way to survive on
the highway. Living here continues to be an
adventure.

We hope this finds you all well in the Lord.
Robin and | have just enjoyed two weeks with
our daughter and son-in-law’s visit to Greece. It
was great having them here and eased our
longing to be with them back home. We will not
see our son until July, but time is passing
quickly. The separation from family is still
difficult at times. Saying goodbye at the airport
is always sad. As this is being written, our
daughter and son-in-law are on their way back
home.

AlIBI News

We have just concluded the first trimester of the
2005 school year. The photo below was taken
on a Sunday afternoon. Not all of our students
are pictured here. You will notice that most of
the students are Africans. Recently, the school
has gained the attention of the African
community. Their desire to learn the word of
God has been matchless. It is a joy each day to
teach in this environment. Their growth is
evident each week. They never complain about
the amount of requirements each class demands



of them. They eagerly and diligently apply
themselves to meet the requirements. They are
willing to sacrifice to take advantage of studying
at AIBI. One young lady from Cameroon works
nights as a waitress in order to be able to come
to school during the day. Some students give up
two days of their work week (which they cannot
afford) to attend the school. They sacrifice
gladly because they consider what they are
gaining from the in-depth study of God’s word
greater than wages earned in their various
occupations. Their hunger and thirst for God’s
word is humbling.

BAPTISM
We are thrilled to announce the baptism of one
of our students. When someone becomes a
student, they are asked to fill out an application.
In the application, one question asks them what
they were taught to become a Christian. This
provides the instructors with critical information
allowing us to structure our studies
evangelistically as well as informative. Christian
Odum from Nigeria, was brought up in a Roman
Catholic home. He came to Athens for the same
purpose most immigrants do, to seek
employment. He said he began searching after
he was invited to attend a denominational
church. His search led him to the school where
he enrolled a couple of months ago. One of the
first courses he studied was The Distinctive
Nature of The ChurciKnowing his
background, that he had not obeyed the gospel,
the course provided the perfect opportunity to
teach the plan of salvation. In this study, he

realized that what he had been taught in his past
was not the word of God. He requested to be
baptized into Christ. It was great to be able to
tell the congregation the story of how he arrived
at the truth.

In our last Newsletter | spoke about Beni Leka
(Albanian, 2004 AIBI graduate), assisting as an
instructor. He has been a tremendous asset. Beni
has fifteen years experience as an evangelist. He
graduated as one of the top students in his class.
It has been a pleasure working with him the past
two terms. Hopefully, he will become a
permanent teacher in the school. The students
have received him with enthusiasm.

We are preparing for next month’s event. The
month of May will a be busy month. We are
anticipating the arrival of a small group from
Searcy, AR. They are students of Harding
University who have taken it upon themselves to
organize an evangelistic campaign here in
Athens. They will be accompanied by Jim and
Nell Stamatis. Jim, if you recall, is the former
Dean of AIBI. So, we are anxious to have them
with us. It will also provide an opportunity for
the students to participate.

Please continue to remember the work here in
Athens in your prayers. God is working. He is
working even though we may not always see
immediate positive results. My studies with the
Cameroon group has been placed on hold. It was
apparent that most did not want to accept the
terms of the gospel. Most wanted fellowship
with God, but on their own terms. Time will tell
what fruit may result from the efforts made in
the Cameroonian community. Simon, my
student and co-worker, is continuing to work
among them.

A Word Of Thanks
As always, Robin and | thank God for you all.
The blessing of working here would not be
possible without your partnership.

Because of Calvary,
Darrell and Robin



