
SEPTEMBER 2005 UPDATE 
 

 Today is Saturday, September 23 and the last day we will be able to enjoy any “ down time”  
before getting into our regular schedule of classes.  Actually, we haven’ t enjoyed any “ down time”  
since we have been here. 
 We arrived in Seoul the evening of September 1st and a after a very short night (due to the time 
difference) we were hard at work.  The weekend was used to get all the materials ready for the seminar 
on “ Preaching &  Teaching”  that started at 9 AM on Monday.  Classes were conducted Monday – 
Friday from 9 AM to 4:30 PM.  The seminar was well attended by both men and women.  Fourteen (14) 
took the final exam and all of them passed. 
 

 
The Class (smaller ) this day 

 
 Following the completion of the seminar we had two weeks to prepare for the beginning of 
regular classes.  Unfortunately, we could not devote all of that time to studying and preparing as we 
needed too.  Bill Ramsey, the stateside director of BCC, was here with his son Tim, and his 
granddaughter, Ashley.  Bill was a missionary here for 20 years.  He now owns his own business in 
Murfreesboro, TN and direct BCC from there.  Tim wanted to see some of the places that held special 
memory for him when they lived here.  They insisted we go with them.  We travel down south to 
Taejan Village, a beautiful beach town.  We explored a Bible camp that all the missionaries used as a 
retreat. 
 

 
Jer ry, Mac Ashley, Tim &  Bill 



 The following week we began our search for a place to live.  Right now we stay at the BCC 
facility in one room.  We do have kitchen privileges, but there is continuous activity here and we never 
have any real “ down time.”   We are always entertaining someone or worried that someone will be 
coming or going. 
 After a few days of searching we found a place that Sunset International Bible Institute 
(SIBI ) could afford.  The Koreans call it a two-bedroom apartment, but it is really a one-bedroom with 
an oversized closet for the other bedroom.  I am not sure a bed will even fit in that bedroom.  The 
whole apartment is only 605 square feet.  Apartments are unbelievably expensive!  Most apartments of 
this size require a $75,000 US deposit and then cost about $1500 US a month in rent plus utilities.  We 
were able to negotiate this one for $10,000 US deposit and $500 US in rent plus utilities.  While it may 
be small, it is affordable and convenient.  We will be just a 5 minute walk from the BCC building 
where all our classes are conducted.  And fortunately Sunset had the deposit money. 
 The down side is, it is totally unfurnished.  We will have to buy everything – dished, utensils, 
pots & pans, bed, chairs, table, refrigerator, washer, towels, and etc., etc.  It will cost approximately 
$5000 US to furnish the apartment.  SIBI does NOT have any extra money after paying the down 
payment and first month’s rent.  So, while we have something to live IN, we have nothing to live ON!  
Moving day is October 22 so we have a little time to figure out what we are going to do and how we 
are going to do it.  Please put this on your prayer list. 
 I was able to teach two classes at Korean Chr istian University (KCU) this week.  I 
substituted for brother Paul Whitehead who had colon surgery at Yongsan Military Base.  By the 
way, he is from Alabama.  Teaching was a real experience.  The majority of the students did not 
understand that much English and I had NO interpreter.  Can you imagine that?  The two classes were  
5 frustrating hours of struggling to teach something they would understand.  Even though KCU was 
started by members the church most of the students are from a denominational background.  It was a 
real challenge to teach them.  Paul Whitehead has the same struggles when he teaches. 
 I preached Sunday, September 18th for the HanMee church.  It meets here at the BCC facility 
at 11 AM on Sunday.  It is an interpreted service when Americans are speaking.  The attendance 
ranges between 25 and 30.  When we are here there are about 6 Americans in the service and the rest 
are Koreans. 
 September 17-19 was a national holiday - “ Chuseok.”   It is equivalent to our “ Thanksgiving.”   
There was a mass exodus on Friday afternoon from Seoul as many of the citizens headed out to spend 
the holiday with family.  The re-entrance on Sunday evening was just as massive.  Traffic was bumper-
to-bumper on their 8-lane expressways.  We know because we were on them. 
 We were invited to the home of one church’s faithful preachers and his wife.  They were very 
gracious to share a traditional Chuseok dinner with us.  Afterwards they treated us to a visit to a public 
sauna for a period of relaxation.  It was a very enjoyable day. 
 

 
Brother &  Sister  Park – Our  Chuseok Host 



 Tuesday, September 27th our regular SIBI classes start.  They will last for five weeks.  I will be 
teaching three days a week.  I will be teaching two subjects, Daniel and the Epistles of John.  Please 
keep us in your prayers. 
 
God bless, Jerry & Mac 
 
 
 


