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 Greetings from Singapore! 
 

Wow! For us, it is amazing how quickly the month of August has 

disappeared! Why?.... because of our busy teaching schedule and 

the constant need to care for incoming and departing international 

students! I am happy to report that since last monthôs newsletter, 

we have had 5 more incoming international students for our two 

month summer session! The two month international student total 

is 13 students! We had 9 students from China, 3 students from 

Malaysia and 1 visiting student from the Philippines! As 

administrators, we feel a sense of success about this increase as 

compared to our January/February winter session of only 2 

international students.  

Now, for the details of the month of Augusté Charles Cook, my 

co-worker and the administrator for SIBI Singapore, and I were the 

only teachers for the month of August. Charles taught a 3 weekend 

course titled ñHomileticsò (sermon & teaching preparation) which 

required all the men in attendance to prepare and preach a sermon 

and for the attending women, to submit a teaching outline for 

assigned subjects or Bible texts. Charles also taught a weekday 

afternoon class which was a continuing study (Parts #1, 2 & 3) of 

ñThe Identity of the New Testament Church.ò  

Due to the dynamics of mixed student schedules and other reasons, 

I diversified my teaching schedule throughout August to 

accommodate the needs of our students. This allowed me to teach a 

second session of ñHistorical Christian Evidencesò as well as an 

introductory study of ñHermeneuticsò (Biblical interpretation) and 

a study of the ñEpistle of 1
st
 Johnòétwice, to two groups of 

students! Our summer session time restraints do not allow for us to 

teach a course in its entirety, but allow us to give our international 

students a ñtasteò of a few courses that we offer in our full time 

curriculum should they desire to study with us in the future on a 

full time basis. Our students do take home a good supply of study 

material as related to their studies while with us. 

Last, but certainly not the least of importance is the joy to report 

that we officially have our registration status with the Singapore 

government! Iôm not sure if you noticed, but the header of this 

newsletter tells it all. Our registered (incorporated name) is 

ñSunset International Bible Institute Pte. Ltd.ò  Due to legalities 

restricted and required by the Singapore government we had to 

change our name. What I have written is official, but informally we 

are calling ourselves ñSIBI Singapore.ò We still await some final 

exchanges of legal paperwork and the securing of our official seal 

for certifying necessary documents, but it was reported at our last 
SIBI board meeting less than two weeks ago that we are now 

officially registered! That means we can now issue official student 

visas enabling us to invite long term students from multiple 

nations! Thank you for your faithful prayers in this behalf and may 

God be glorified by the fruit of SIBI Singapore!!! 

 

      

 

Charles teaching ñHomileticsò 

 

Tom teaching ñHistorical Christian Evidencesò  

 

 

Rahimé A new brother in Christ! With J & S 

House Helperôs fellowship 
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 August Family News, Notes & Quotes 

When I asked the kids what they would write about for the month of August, Shayla said she would write about catsðcats that 

are silly.  Jaydon said he would write aboutðmissing going fishing.  Shayla has now gone off to play with some silly toy cats, 

but Jaydon is impatiently at my side, in my lap, hanging on my armðwaiting for me to finish this section of our newsletter. In 

the time it has taken me to type these few sentences, heôs already asked the infamous--ñAre you done yetò question numerous 

times.  Ironicallyðfishing, often requires much waiting and patience.  The very things he is struggling with right now.   I guess 

he really is missing the benefits of going fishing.   

  

After thinking about what to write for a bit longer, Jaydon said, ñI bet if we could lift up an elephant we could put that in the 

newsletter and people would sayðWow!ò  Although we canôt report astounding news like elephant liftings, we can report 

even greater news.  Last Sunday, Rahim, one of the contacts made during handing out information/invitation tracts to study the 

Bible with the PP House helpers (HH) Bible class, decided to clothe himself with Christ and became our brother.  Even words 

like ñWowò canôt really express the joy everyone felt at witnessing Rahimôs new birth. I have been blessed to be a part of the 

HH class since our second Sunday in Singapore.  The HH class consists mostly of ladies from the Philippines who are working 

in Singapore and sending money back home to help support their families, but it also includes foreigners from a few other 

countries from time to time, and a few Singaporeans.  I thank God for this evangelistic Bible class.  There are often several 

new faces in the class each week as many of the class members are active in inviting others to study come and study. 

 

Speaking of joy and births, as a family, we were also blessed to attend the one month celebration in honor of the birth of 

Danzel Mariaraja. Danzelôs parents are Christians who attend at PP.  Baby showers are not at all common here. Instead it is a 

common practice with Indian and Chinese families for the proud parents to host a celebration in honor of their bundle of joy. 

Michael and Grace, Danzelôs parents, treated guests to an open house and a scrumptious feast of Indian food.      

 

Another family event in August was the start up of our homeschooling again.  After a couple months of summer break, Jaydon 

was ready to hit the books, but his enthusiasm didnôt last too long.  When he realized and felt his morning play time dwindling 

away, his enthusiasm quickly dwindled also.  It took about a week to get back into our school routine again and more 

importantly, back into a proper attitude for schooling.  Most days if we stay on task and donôt have too many breaks or 

interruptions, we can be finished with our school work before lunch time and Jaydon still has the majority of the afternoon 

free. 

 

August  also held a special swimming day for Jaydon and Shayla with their friends, Ava and Zac.  Miss Melodie, Avaôs and 

Zacôs mom, took us to a swimming facility like none we had ever experienced.  The kids had a splashing time.  This 

swimming/sports center had a wave machine, a lazy river, slides and lots of wading areas for little ones who couldnôt swim.  

The wave machine was a hit.  It gave the kids the fun of playing in ñocean wavesò without the salt water stinging their eyes! 

They also enjoyed floating gently along the meandering lazy river. Miss Melodie told us there is a similar swimming/sports 

center near our apartment.  Weôre making plans to check it out for Dadôs birthday since he was busy and didnôt come with us. 

 

Other August family news to reportðwe were blessed to have a couple SIBI students stay with us for a few weeks.  They 

added a specialness and variety to our daily routines. Once again we experienced firsthand that God can take people from 

different countries and people who havenôt know each other for very long and unite them as family, with a closeness that may 

not be present even with people who have known each for ages. We are thankful that God has allowed so many new brothers 

and sisters to come into our livesðextending our family and increasing the love in our lives. 

 

Thatôs our family news for this time. Iôll leave you with a few kiddo quotes: 

 

ñCan we just rest our mouths and not rest our eyes?òðShayla said as I told her it was time for a rest/nap one day. 

 

ñItôs an insect Shayla.  You know how you can tell?  Insects have to have a good sense of humor.òðJaydon told Shayla 

as they huddled around a bug they had just discovered. 

    

Until next month, may joyful events provided by God abound in your lives, may you have ample opportunities to enjoy a good 

rest and may all the insects that cross your paths have good senses of humor.  Not sure how you can tell if an insect has a sense 
of humor, but édonôt lose any resting of your eyes over it andé definitely donôt let it bug you. J  Know that we love you and 

that God loves you more.  He loves you the most! 

Our Love to you!... Tom, Nancy, Jaydon & Shayla 
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Michael, Grace & baby Danzel Mariaraja! 

  

Playing with momôs skirté Jaydon & Shayla having fun! 

 

Medical treatment for an ouchie!  

 

Fellowship time with Amanda & Jeremy  Posing in my new dress! 
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Overseeing church:                           
12th Street church of Christ 

P.O. Box 1476 

Seagraves, TX  79359 

 

Contact person: 
Kenny Smith 

Cell Phone: (432) 209-1735 

Home Phone: (806) 546-2336 

Our Singapore Information 

Tom & Nancy Goracke 

BLK 60 Teban Garden Road 

#17 - 462 

Singapore,  600060 

Tomôs mobile phone:  

(65) 83683213 

Nancyôs mobile phone:  

(65) 83683214 

Home Phone: (65) 64981864  

Email: HUUtwoservants2002@yahoo.com 

 

(Above) Just as the apostle Paul had his co-worker Barnabas, so do we!!! Barnabas is one of the PP churchôs greatest 

servants! Barnabas is ñthe manò who works tirelessly behind the scenes doing everything from SIBI printing needs to 

keeping us in electronic functioning modeé to you name it. Indeed, our Barnabas is a Son of Encouragement in many 

ways!  

 

 

(Bottom right) Another one of the 

greatest servants of SIBI and the PP 

church is Annie. Annie serves as 

the PP churchôs Staff Administrator 

and is always ready to assist us in 

every need! 

mailto:HUUtwoservants2002@yahoo.com

