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Arriving in Singapore and taking the ferry to Indonesia 
 

Daniel and I had a good flight to Singapore, arriving just after  
midnight, and then we went through customs, caught a taxi to the 
hotel and checked into our room.  We fell into bed about  
1:30 a.m. and woke up at 4:30 p.m. to get our tickets and catch  
the ferry across to Batam, Indonesia.  Needless to say, we were 
exhausted, but we were excited to be in Batam and to have the  
opportunity to see what God was doing there through our 
ministry training school.  Brother Winston Bolt, Dean of the  
school in Batam, picked us up at the ferry terminal and we went 
immediately to the school so that I could begin teaching New  
Testament Greek.  I dug my teaching materials out of one of 
the suitcases and spent the next few hours teaching.  We didn’t  
have time to have “jet lag”, it was time to go to work! 
 

Teaching Greek to Indonesian teachers and students  
Each day we spent the first two hours focused on Greek grammar.   
We then spent some time looking at special Greek words and phrases 
that would help them in their preaching, teaching and Bible studies.   
We ended each day by looking at problem passages from the text and  
how the Greek language provided simple answers to seemingly  
complex texts. Since this was the first time a class like this had been  
taught in Indonesia, the teachers of the school (former graduates who  
teach many of the classes, plant churches in Indonesia and mentor  
missionaries in the field) took the class along with the current students.   
The quality of the school and the work that has been done by Winston  
Bolt was obvious in the quality of these teachers.  Winston interpreted  
the class and did an excellent job.  The students and teachers were very  
motivated to learn and the six hours of class each day went quickly.  I was 
blessed to be able to teach the three weeks of classes at the school. 
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Students In The Classroom 

Winston Bolt and the Teachers 



The students were happy to receive New Testaments with a Greek- 
Indonesian interlinear included and an Indonesian/Greek Dictionary 
Of New Testament Words during the class to use as a resource for  
future study.  These study aids were purchased in Indonesia with money 
from my working fund.  The students were very proud of these gifts and  
wanted me to share my appreciation with those of you who give to our  
working fund and make things like this possible. 
 

The Sekolah Tinggi Theologia (our school in Batam) 
The ministry training school in Batam is doing an incredible job of  
changing the world around them.  Church planting, evangelism and  
leadership training have obviously been emphasized and the school  
is valiantly trying to plant congregations and plant church leaders all 
over the islands that make up the nation of Indonesia.  Missionaries  
are being actively trained, new church plants are being undertaken and 
the people of this highly Islamic nation (said to be the heart of the Islamic 
world) is being claimed for Christ.  Winston Bolt and those working with  
school has kept this idea at the very center of their work.  The school  
facility provides good living areas for the students, office space for Winston 
and the teachers, study areas and classrooms and even a courtyard for prayer, 
study and relaxation.  The school is a shining beacon in the area.  We should 
all be proud to be working with this school and remember it in our prayers  
and as we give to the Lord.  Indonesia is so vast and opportunities abound. 
 

The Batam Church of Christ 
The Batam congregation has been heavily influenced by the school and is 
a congregation that seeks truth and seeks to please God.  The men and women 
alike were very attentive and sang with great enthusiasm in the worship 
assembly.  The church building resembles the school and was placed on land 
designated and provided by the local government.  As you can see from the  
pictures provided, the cross is proudly portrayed, even in this Muslim area of 
the world.  In the picture to the right of Winston teaching the Bible class, you  
see the beautiful windows in the building and you can also see an arrow that 
points down into the baptistry.  The building is spacious and there is much  
room for growth.  The worship service was led by local members and was 
filled with fervent prayer, exuberant singing, Scripture reading and had a 
real focus on the Lord’s Supper and the giving.  They seem to take the covenant  
they have made with God very seriously.  I enjoyed preaching to the  
congregation and found them very accepting of the gospel message.  The  
children had a good Bible class provided for them and it was wonderful to see  
so many children and young people represented in the assembly.  
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Sights and Scenes for Indonesia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Woman Selling Crabs on a Bridge                                        Ferdinand Teaching a Bible Class                              Houses In Neighborhood of Congregation    

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Finding Tentacles in Your Soup                                               A Bible Student at VBS                                         Student with Newborn Named Moses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             Picking Out a Fish for Dinner                                   Winston, Lusi (wife of Winston) and Daniel    VBS class at school building (a cooperative event  
         at Papa Rons Pizza (maybe Papa Johns cousin)              of the school and the Pasir Panjang congregation) 

 

A Gift from Winston and the School  
While you never do things like this for physical reward or attention, it 
is nice to receive a gift from those you have been teaching that  
represents both their hearts and their culture.  In the picture to the right, 
Winston is presenting me with a Malaysian sword.  I appreciated the gift 
greatly, even though it did add some challenges to the trip home.  In the 
post 9/11 world, carrying a sword home, even in checked baggage, is an  
interesting challenge!   
 
The greatest gift was, of course, the opportunity to teach and to witness the  
Great things God is doing in Indonesia through our ministry training school. 
God has truly blessed this week and we pray God’s blessings on Winston, 
the teachers and the students as they seek to evangelize, plant congregations, 
and train generations of preachers, teachers and church leaders.  This work is  
searching for a sponsoring congregation in the USA.  Add this to your prayer list! 
 

Receiving a Sword from Winston 

         Teaching Together 



Moving on to Singapore 
Daniel and I took the early morning ferry back to Singapore so that we could  
have a Saturday morning meeting with Winston Chong and the others on  
the committee at the Pasir Panjang congregation that will hosting be our  
ministry training school in Singapore, the Singapore International Bible  
Institute.  This is an exciting opportunity for us!  The Pasir Panjang  
congregation is interested in training and equipping Christians and church  
leaders in the nation of Singapore through in-depth Bible study classes and  
joining us in our attempt to evangelize, plant churches, and train preachers,  
teachers and church leaders in China, Malaysia and other countries in this  
area of Asia.  Pasir Panjang has already been hard at work and we look  
forward to this mission minded partnership to reach out to the largest population  
area of the world.  We signed an agreement that will make us partners in this  
exciting work and will begin having evening and weekend classes before the  
end of the year in Singapore. The pictures to the right show George Carman  
and I entering into this agreement with Henry Kong (Evangelist at Pasir  
Panjang) and Winston Chong (Deacon at Pasir Panjang who leads the  
committee dealing with the school in Singapore). Singapore is an amazing city  
and this is an amazing opportunity!  From this city, we will train and equip  
leaders, organize mission efforts, plant churches and save the lost in multiple  
nations… including China.  Tom and Nancy Goracke will be moving to  
Singapore and we expect another family to join them as this work begins.   
We will have teachers from Sunset traveling back and forth teaching classes 
to Singaporeans, Malaysians and Chinese students.  May God be praised for  
this incredible opportunity and for these incredible partners!  As God continues 
to open doors, pray that we will have the faith and funding to walk through them. 
We cannot take advantage of these opportunities without you and those who 
are willing to support mission efforts like these.  
 

Sights and Scenes from Singapore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Hindu gods 3 for $10        Buddha tooth temple           The Merlion   Daniel enjoys chicken feet 
                                     (“actual” tooth of Buddha displayed)             (½ lion and ½ mermaid statue) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                A “Texas Stop Sign” in Singapore                skyline as seen across harbor 
      Chris and Daniel at Merlion                              (Dairy Queen)         statue in downtown area 
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Pray God’s Blessings on these Mission Efforts 
 
We were not able to accomplish everything that we hoped to accomplish on this trip, but it was very productive 
and I returned home amazed at what has been done and is planned in Indonesia and thrilled to see the potential 
and what we will be able to do with our partners in Singapore.  The future is bright in this part of the world and 
the work we can and will be doing together is going to be phenomenal.  With God’s power and His blessings, 
we will be able to teach the gospel to untold millions in Asia through these schools. 
 
I want to thank those who have given monetary gifts to my working fund so that I could make this trip and pay 
for the airplane ticket, lodging expenses and food on this trip.  I am grateful that we were able to use air miles to 
obtain a free ticket for Daniel and that we were able to set aside some funds from our regular support for his 
expenses on the trip.  It was great to share these things with him.  My working fund is depleted and I would 
appreciate your considering a financial contribution to this fund so that I can continue to visit our schools and 
do mission work around the world. 
 
I also want to thank our mission partners who provide our regular support.  The College Hill church of Christ in 
North Richland Hills, Texas, sponsored and supported our work in Ukraine and they continue to be our 
sponsors at Sunset.  There are not enough kind words to express my love and devotion to this mission minded 
congregation that has cared for us so faithfully.  The First Street church of Christ in Dumas, Texas, also 
provides monthly support and I am grateful to this congregation for the support thy have given to me from my 
childhood until now.  The Westside church of Christ in Seminole, Texas, are new supporters of ours, but we 
have already developed a deep sense of love for this congregation and look forward to years of service together.  
Our friends and co-workers at the Monahans Draw congregation in Odessa also supported us until recently and 
we appreciate their partnership with us.  This would be impossible without the support of faithful Christians like 
these.  I pray that God continues to bless our partnership with one another. 
 
Sunset is striving to be a good partner to these schools.  We hope to help the school in Indonesia find a 
sponsoring congregation and to help the school in Singapore find a mission family to move to Singapore and 
work with the school.  The Goracke family has already consented to move to Singapore and is searching to 
complete their support.  We also have other needs in other parts of the globe.  Please remember the work of 
Sunset in your prayers, your giving and in your plans for the future.  We are working to fulfill the Great 
Commission one nation at a time, and need partners like you as we seek to take the gospel to every nation. 
 
May God bless you mightily as we continue to labor together in His Kingdom.  And as in all that we do, “To 
God be the glory, great things He has done”.  Praise God for His participation in these mission efforts and in 
this ministry. 
 
In Him, 

 
07/18/07 


