
                          

 

Nigeria Report – November 2006 
 
I was invited to make the trip to Nigeria by an experienced mission worker in 
Southern Nigeria named Dr. Glenn Boyd.  His efforts with the International 
Health Care Foundation (IHCF) and African Mission Hospitals (NCH) in Searcy, 
Arkansas are well known among mission workers.  He has been working with the 
Nigerian Institute for Arts and Theological Studies (NIATS), the preaching school 
associated with Nigerian Christian Hospital, and invited Brother Lanny Partain 
and I to investigate the possibilities of working with NIATS and speak at their 
lectureship.  While Lanny was unable to attend for various reasons, I was excited 
about the prospects of this mission experience and investigating the possibility of 
NIATS becoming an Associate School in the Sunset ministry training family. 
 
We were joined on the trip by L.V. Pfeiffer, a retired Professor at Harding and 
former missionary to Italy, Larry Winston, an elder from the McCrory church of 
Christ in Arkansas, and Jerry Canfield (not pictured below), the President of the 
IHCF Board and a mission worker in Africa and Asia from Fort Smith, Arkansas.  
I enjoyed the time spent with these faithful and mission minded brothers. 
 

 
Dr. Glenn Boyd, Larry Winston and L.V. Pfeiffer 
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The trip began rather ominously with the Port Harcourt being closed down for 
“runway repair”.  When talking to the airline, they made it clear that this was a 
nice way of saying that the airport was closed because of threats against the oil 
companies working in Nigeria and predicted violence (as reported on CNN, FOX 
News, etc.).  In fact, my airline tickets listed the reason for the change in airport as 
“rebellious uprising”. It was obvious to me, however, that religious workers were 
not under serious threat in Nigeria and the decision was made to more forward.  
The ominous nature of the trip intensified with yet another plane crash in Nigeria.  
Since we would be flying “in country”, this brought some concern.  The good news 
was that our airline in Nigeria, Virgin Nigeria, was well respected and considered 
safer than other national airlines.  We pressed on regardless of the dangers 
involved.   
 

 
 

We arrived in Lagos, Nigeria and spent the night at a guest house reserved for 
mission workers.  Being in Lagos, even overnight, was exciting for me because my 
wife and her family had lived and worked in Lagos as mission workers.  It was 
encouraging to meet so many people that held Truitt and Kay in such high regard 
and had such sweet memories of this family living in Nigeria.  
 
After flying from Lagos to Owierre, we were met at the airport and began the long 
trek to the hospital and school near Aba, Nigeria.  The road was not as bad as some 
that were traveled, but it did have the largest “pot hole” I have ever witnessed.  It 
wasn’t measured in inches or feet, it was measured in yards!  There were young 
people walking around in the “pot hole” directing you towards the best way 
through and vendors selling food and drinks to those stranded momentarily in the 
canyon filling the road.  The wrecked trucks, stalled cars, and burned out car 
(complete with human skeleton) added great atmosphere to an already unique 
experience.  Everything was an adventure on this trip, including the drive from the 
airport to where we were staying (just wait for the drive to the airport if you want 
excitement!).    
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We were happy to get to the mission hospital where we would be staying.  We 
stayed in a small duplex on the campus.  There was a large group of doctors, nurses, 
and students staying in the main guest house.  We had all the conveniences of 
home.  We had a shower (a 2 foot high water spigot with all of the cold water you 
could want), air-conditioning (once you got a little sweaty the ceiling fan made it 
feel like there was actual air-conditioning), mosquito nets (unfortunately hinders 
the fan mightily on those cool 80 degree nights), a refrigerator (with a leaking 
gasket) for holding minerals (cokes or sodas to you and me) and drinking water.  In 
other words, I was in my element and happy to be back in a mission environment! 
Besides for Africa, it was better than most places where we could have stayed 
(notice the pictures below).  The cooking staff was good and we were made as 
comfortable as possible during our stay. 
 

                 
           the duplex we stayed in                  where we didn’t have to stay 
 

There are really four different works going on at the same time on the compound: 
(1) Nigerian Christian Hospital, (2) Nigerian Christian School (primary school),    
(3) Nigerian Christian High School (secondary school), and (4) NIATS. I think 
anyone would gladly admit, that this is an incredible operation and I’m excited to 
show you a few images from the compound and give a brief description of the work 
being done in this part of Southern Nigeria.  
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Nigerian Christian Hospital 
 

 
 

Dr. Bob Whitaker (pictured above with Dr. Boyd) has been working at the 
Nigerian Christian Hospital for decades.  This Welsh doctor has been highly 
effective in providing medical services, training native doctors and nurses, and in 
bringing the gospel of Christ to the people of Nigeria through his teaching and 
evangelism.  He provides great organization for the hospital and facilitates the 
medical groups that come to assist in this important work.  Here are some images 
from the hospital. 
 

  
            the chapel at the hospital                     the canteen serving Nigerian foods 
 

   
 nurses at the entrance to the women’s ward a mother with a baby waiting for surgery 
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                   kids posing in the children’s ward                            native doctor meeting with patient 
 

   
   family members resting around hospital  baby riding his mom’s back to appointment 
 

Nigerian Christian Primary School and Nigerian Christian High School 
 

 
 

Annette Whitaker (wife of Dr. Bob Whitaker) began and works diligently with 
the primary and secondary schools.  These schools are dedicated to excellence and 
have been working to bring a higher quality of education to Nigeria.  The school 
began with Annette home schooling their child, then allowing staff members to 
send their kids to study with their son.  As demand to attend the classes grew, a 
school began to develop.  The primary school is well established and the secondary 
school is off to a promising start. Annette has raised the funds for the buildings 
and materials you will see in the images included on the next page.  She has done 
an incredible job. 
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    primary school students at their desks    three students with their writing books 
 

   
 primary school students with learning toys        teacher giving individual testing 
 

   
  secondary students working in classroom           students reading in the library 
 

   
     librarians in the library with students               students playing soccer in the school yard 
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NIATS 
 

 
 

The Nigerian Institute for the Arts and Theological Studies has recently erected a 
new meeting facility (pictured above).  The funds for this building, and the other 
buildings in use, were arranged by Dr. Glenn Boyd.  He has been diligent in raising 
funds for the facilities, teacher salaries and student scholarships.  NIATS hosted 
an alumni gathering, a lectureship and graduation at the facility pictured above. 
NIATS was originally called the Bible Training College.  BTC began teaching Bible 
classes for preachers and teachers in 1957.  On March 2nd, 1988, the hospital and 
school were overrun with members of a rival tribe who beheaded one school 
employee and kidnapped three others (have never been located).  The teachers and 
students fled, and the school was abandoned for more than a decade.  In 1999, 
classes resumed and the named was changed to NIATS.  The school has been 
offering classes, but has struggled in various ways.  They are hopeful that an 
affiliation with Sunset will help them return to their former glory and even surpass 
what was accomplished in the early days.   
 
NIATS is blessed with several qualified and capable teachers, an experienced and 
dedicated director, and a Board of Directors intent on the school’s success and 
service to the Lord’s Church in Nigeria.  The Board of Directors and Director, 
Jacob Achinefu (a LCU graduate), are in unanimous agreement in their desire to 
enter into an agreement with Sunset as an applicant school with the hope of 
becoming an associate school.     
 
The students at NIATS were obviously dedicated to Scripture, determined in 
doctrinal purity and devoted to evangelism.  Their knowledge of the text and 
memorization of various texts was obvious.  
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NIATS has just begun an alumni association to organize and utilize their alumni.  
On the night before the lectureship, there was a gathering of 121 preachers, most of 
who had graduated from BTC (now NIATS) or were current students at NIATS. 
It was rewarding to see the joy being expressed over the future of the school and 
the Lord’s Church in Nigeria as a result of a partnership with Sunset.                                                
As they rejoiced in the reunion they had with one another and focused on the 
future of the school in training preachers, saving the lost and planting churches, we 
couldn’t help but be excited as well.  
 

I enjoyed speaking at the NIATS lectureship, but more than anything else, I 
enjoyed imbibing the spirit of the preachers and other Christians that were gathered 
together.  The preachers who spoke, the fellowship that we had, and the constant 
discussion of the bright hope for the future that we would be blest with as we 
worked together, made for a wonderful lectureship.  I felt right at home, the spirit 
was so similar to the workshops, seminars, and forums I have attended at Sunset. 
 

NIATS hopes to receive visiting teachers from Sunset, take advantage of the 
resources Sunset has developed and made available, and to join Sunset graduates 
and students all over the world in the quest to fulfill the Great Commission.  I will 
be writing an agreement, communicating with our brothers at NIATS, and 
requesting that our Director, Truitt Adair, enable us to enter the agreement. 
 

   
 the NIATS building before the lectureship            the building begins to fill up with Christians 

    
 a man was designated to keep people alert  some came by with water for the brethren 
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    we were dressed in graduation attire  the 18 graduates sat in front of the crowd 
 

   
   several graduates blessed us with a song            the graduates were given books and diplomas 
 

  
 presentation of a fellowship gift (kola nuts) Chris and a NIATS student named Francis 
 

    
 teaching class at the old NIATS building   taking a picture with the NIATS Board 
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The CAO Essien School of Evangelism 
 
Sunset was also invited to investigate the possibility of entering into an agreement 
with the CAO Essien school in Ikot Usen, Nigeria.  The school is directed by a 
Sunset graduate named Sunday Ekanem.  The students and teachers are focused on 
evangelism and hope to utilize the teachers and resources Sunset has used around 
the world.  As a graduate of Sunset, we are intent on assisting Sunday in his vital 
work of teaching and training preachers, saving the lost and planting churches. 
This school is built on the sight of the first congregation in Nigeria, the home of the 
first preacher in Nigeria (CAO Essien), and it was the place where the first 
American missionaries from churches of Christ came to minister and teach.  It is a 
historic place, and an exciting place to stand and contemplate the possibilities.  
Brother Ekanem worked with Truitt and the mission team in Lagos in the 70’s and 
looks forward to renewing his relationship with Sunset.  We are equally excited. 
 

  
         the sign in front of the congregation and school             Brother Sunday Ekanem 
 

  
  the students of the CAO Essien school   the grave of the late brother CAO Essien 

 
Traveling to Ikot Usen proved treacherous.  We traveled down a road that had 
washed away and was on the verge of crumbling (pictures on following page).  We 
are grateful to God for safe passage. 
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           the road from Ikot Usen    pulling the pickup back up on the road 

 
Working With Congregations and Christians 

 
I was blessed to be able to speak at multiple congregations and meet with 
Christians all over Southern Nigeria.  What a blessing it was to preach to and 
fellowship with these fervent and reverent Christians!   
 

   
    large congregation in Aba, Nigeria          smaller congregation near Aba 
 

   
 members of a newly planted congregation            the contribution box in the center of building 
 

One of the workers at the Nigerian Christian Hospital named Reuben takes the role 
of deacon and having “pure and undefiled religion” very seriously.  For the past 26 
years he has been gathering widows at his home and giving them beans and rice to 
assist them in feeding themselves (pictures on following page). 
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 widows assemble to get food from Reuben        Reuben and the widows he serves 
 
I depend on those giving to my working fund to help in benevolent works like this. 
We helped Reuben with the food for the widows, as well as helping with many 
projects at congregations, the hospital, primary school, secondary school, and 
NIATS.  I always appreciate those partnering with me in these acts of service, but 
this trip I had some special assistance from some special young people.  The 
preschoolers in Sunset’s Tuesday/Thursday school collected money and entrusted me 
with around $250 to spend helping children in Nigeria.  I praise God for their 
effort and am grateful to each one of them for participating in this kind of effort.  
Notice the picture below of my ministry partners in the Sunset preschool and the 
Nigerian Nira they contributed to assist the people of Nigeria. 
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I anticipate entering agreements with NIATS and the CAO Essien School of 
Evangelism.  I hope to see Sunset instructors traveling to Nigeria to teach the 
incredible students there and work with their growing congregations.  I think we 
will all benefit from these agreements.  I thank God in advance for the incredible 
works He will do through these agreements! 
 
As we drove to the airport to leave Nigeria, we were surrounded in the road by 
vehicles with machine gun carrying men in them.  The sound of the weapons firing 
around us was sobering, but they moved on ahead of us and left us alone.  I am 
grateful for God keeping us safe on our way back to America.  There are dangers to 
be faced when traveling abroad, but the rewards of traveling to these areas far 
outweighs any danger.  I look forward to traveling to Nigeria again. 
 
I solicit your prayers as I communicate with our brothers overseas and write the 
agreements between Sunset and their schools.  I also need your prayers regarding a 
few health problems that have arisen due to travel, etc. (might be wise to pay 
attention to the articles on deep vein thrombosis and do the little exercises they 
suggest on long flights).  More than that, I solicit your prayers for our Nigerian 
brethren.  They will certainly always be in my thoughts and prayers. 
 
In Him, 
���������	
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   Let’s continue to climb and meet new challenges! 
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