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| was invited to make the trip to Nigeria beraanexg mission worker in
Southern Nigeria named Dr. Glenn Boyd. Hiitkfftis International
Health Care Foundation (IHCF) and African MisgitatsHNCH) in Searcy,
Arkansas are well known among mission wdréerseddenorking with the
Nigerian Institute for Arts and Theological(Sé4di&s, the preaching school
associated with Nigerian Christian Hospitaliteshdrother Lanny Partain
and | to investigate the possibilities of walkiNGAWS and speak at their
lectureship. While Lanny was unable to atemmmliforeasons, | was excited
about the prospects of this mission expereestigaithg the possibility of
NIATS becoming an Associate School in thaiSiysetinmg family.

We were joined on the trip by L.V. PfeiffeedaPretiessor at Harding and
former missionary to ltaly, Larry Winston, &oraldiee McCrory church of
Christ in Arkansas, and Jerry Canfield (ndthatiw)e the President of the
IHCF Board and a mission worker in Africa fnochAsoat Smith, Arkansas.

| enjoyed the time spent with these faithfasi@mmdnnmded brothers.




The trip began rather ominously with the Pt Ibtangp closed down for
“runway repair’. When talking to the airlimeatteeit clear that this was a
nice way of saying that the airport was clasedobéuaats against the oil
companies working in Nigeria and predicte@asiokputed on CNN, FOX
News, etc.). In fact, my airline tickets diseastn for the change in airport as
“rebellious uprising”. It was obvious to me, tiavegkgious workers were
not under serious threat in Nigeria and thewdecisiade to more forward.
The ominous nature of the trip intensified amitthggtplane crash in Nigeria.
Since we would be flying “in country”, thisdmmegboncern. The good news
was that our airline in Nigeria, Virgin Nigeriaeliveespected and considered
safer than other national airlines. We presgaddiess of the dangers
involved.

We arrived in Lagos, Nigeria and spent theangylgsathouse reserved for
mission workers. Being in Lagos, even oesregtiting for me because my
wife and her family had lived and worked irs Inaige®ia workers. It was
encouraging to meet so many people that aett Kayiih such high regard
and had such sweet memories of this familigeing. |

After flying from Lagos to Owierre, we weteerat@irt and began the long
trek to the hospital and school near Aba, THgeoad was not as bad as some
that were traveled, but it did have the largpede™“pdave ever witnessed. It
wasn’'t measured in inches or feet, it wasimgastusédThere were young
people walking around in the “pot hole” dwectmgayds the best way
through and vendors selling food and drirkkstrartidesl momentarily in the
canyon filling the road. The wrecked trusttsgasiglland burned out car
(complete with human skeleton) added great @onasphkeady unique
experience. Everything was an adventurggpomthigling the drive from the
airport to where we were staying (just wadrige tteethe airport if you want
excitement!).
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We were happy to get to the mission hospited wbel® be staying. We
stayed in a small duplex on the campus. dleege wesup of doctors, nurses,
and students staying in the main guest housk alltee lconveniences of
home. We had a shower (a 2 foot high wateh shigdtthe cold water you
could want), air-conditioning (once you gasvaelgt the ceiling fan made it
feel like there was actual air-conditioningly nmedsqunfortunately hinders
the fan mightily on those cool 80 degree refigsyatr (with a leaking
gasket) for holding minerals (cokes or saaas moey@nd drinking water. In
other words, | was in my element and happk ia berbasion environment!
Besides for Africa, it was better than mosthelexege could have stayed
(notice the pictures below). The cooking gtadtlvaasl we were made as
comfortable as possible during our stay.

the duplex we stayed in where we didn't have to stay

There are really four different works goimg @araettime on the compound:
(1) Nigerian Christian Hospital, (2) Nigeridem G3uisool (primary school),
(3) Nigerian Christian High School (seconfjagndc®oNIATS. | think
anyone would gladly admit, that this is arldrapedhbion and I'm excited to
show you a few images from the compoundoaiefl dpsergption of the work
being done in this part of Southern Nigeria.



Nigerian Christian Hospital

Dr. Bob Whitaker (pictured above with Dr. Boyegrmagorking at the
Nigerian Christian Hospital for decades. Thdodimishas been highly
effective in providing medical services, atamimpetors and nurses, and in
bringing the gospel of Christ to the peopteadhmdiggh his teaching and
evangelism. He provides great organizatidrogpitdh@and facilitates the
medical groups that come to assist in this wopkartddere are some images
from the hospital.

the chapel at the hospital

mother With a baby waiting for surgery
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nurses at the entrance to the women'’s ward



Annette Whitaker (wife of Dr. Bob Whitaker) ioeganka diligently with

the primary and secondary schools. These detlicalec to excellence and
have been working to bring a higher quali#iari éaldMigeria. The school
began with Annette home schooling their chlldwihgrstaff members to
send their kids to study with their son. Astdemeand the classes grew, a
school began to develop. The primary sthetdbtishetl and the secondary
school is off to a promising start. Annettsetdabedunds for the buildings
and materials you will see in the imagesnntiadeekbpage. She has done
an incredible job.
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librarians in the library with students students playing soccer in the school yard
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NIATS

The Nigerian Institute for the Arts and Thef®iodiealhas recently erected a
new meeting facility (pictured above). Tloe fiisdsuilding, and the other
buildings in use, were arranged by Dr. Glada Bagydeen diligent in raising
funds for the facilities, teacher salarieseamdsiiatarships. NIATS hosted
an alumni gathering, a lectureship and gradhati@eikity pictured above.
NIATS was originally called the Bible Traiemg IC began teaching Bible
classes for preachers and teachers in 19%h 200998y the hospital and
school were overrun with members of a riviab tiekeaded one school
employee and kidnapped three others (hawelowateded he teachers and
students fled, and the school was abandoreethfor andecade. In 1999,
classes resumed and the named was changed TtheNs&i&l has been
offering classes, but has struggled in varioush&yayse hopeful that an
affiliation with Sunset will help them retueir tmtiner glory and even surpass
what was accomplished in the early days.

NIATS is blessed with several qualified anteeapabde an experienced and
dedicated director, and a Board of Directoos itteréchool’s success and
service to the Lord’s Church in Nigeria. Thé Bioactbrs and Director,
Jacob Achinefu (a LCU graduate), are in ungreiemestan their desire to
enter into an agreement with Sunset as an sghaawith the hope of
becoming an associate school.

The students at NIATS were obviously dedicaiptlirty 8etermined in
doctrinal purity and devoted to evangelisnknowleglge of the text and
memorization of various texts was obvious.



NIATS has just begun an alumni associatiozdécaochatilize their alumni.
On the night before the lectureship, thertherasgaod 21 preachers, most of
who had graduated from BTC (now NIATS) orewestudamts at NIATS.

It was rewarding to see the joy being expréssddtore of the school and
the Lord’s Church in Nigeria as a result ofesshpgarimith Sunset.

As they rejoiced in the reunion they had witthenerad focused on the
future of the school in training preacheiheskangnd planting churches, we
couldn’t help but be excited as well.

| enjoyed speaking at the NIATS lectureshipg héinmanything else, |
enjoyed imbibing the spirit of the preachsss @hdstians that were gathered
together. The preachers who spoke, thetligtomesinad, and the constant
discussion of the bright hope for the futuee wioalldvbe blest with as we
worked together, made for a wonderful ledtte#singit at home, the spirit
was so similar to the workshops, seminamssainitiafegattended at Sunset.

NIATS hopes to receive visiting teachers ftpriakeuadgantage of the
resources Sunset has developed and madedvaijabteSunset graduates
and students all over the world in the queistite Gleat Commission. | will
be writing an agreement, communicating witthevsir dbrtNIATS, and
requesting that our Director, Truitt Adairysnaldeter the agreement.

some came by with water for the brethren
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a man was designated to keep people alert



we were dressed in graduation attire the 18 graduates sat in front of the crowd

several graduates blessed us with a song the graduates were given books and diplom

presentation of a fellowship gift (kola nuts) Chris and a NIATS student named Francis

taking a picture with the NIATS Board
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teaching class at the old NIATS building



The CAO Essien School of Evangelism

Sunset was also invited to investigate thy pdssbaring into an agreement
with the CAO Essien school in kot Usen, Nllgersahool is directed by a
Sunset graduate named Sunday Ekanem. Téedstemiemtss are focused on
evangelism and hope to utilize the teachets@sd3esset has used around
the world. As a graduate of Sunset, we areastsiing Sunday in his vital
work of teaching and training preachers, skbsh@rideplanting churches.
This school is built on the sight of the fieglationgn Nigeria, the home of the
first preacher in Nigeria (CAO Essien), anthaét plase where the first
American missionaries from churches of Ghmstreste@reand teach. It is a
historic place, and an exciting place to stamdearulate the possibilities.
Brother Ekanem worked with Truitt and the @aissiorLagos in the 70’s and
looks forward to renewing his relationshipseith \Benare equally excited.

the sign in front of the congregation and school Brother Sunday Ekanem

the students of the CAO Essien school the grave of the late brother CAO Essien

Traveling to kot Usen proved treacherous.el®dedwan a road that had

washed away and was on the verge of crumid@mgr(gatowing page). We
are grateful to God for safe passage.
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the road from Ikot Usen pulling the pickup back up on the road

Working With Congregations and Christians

| was blessed to be able to speak at mulgpiaosnigand meet with
Christians all over Southern Nigeria. Whatgaitbleas to preach to and
fellowship with these fervent and reveremsChristia

large congregation in Aba, Nigeria smaller congregation near Aba

members of a newly planted congregation the contribution box in the center of building

One of the workers at the Nigerian Christiahntdospit Reuben takes the role
of deacon and having “pure and undefiledeejigiendusly. For the past 26
years he has been gathering widows at higinowgdherd beans and rice to
assist them in feeding themselves (pictoresgpdgé).
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widows assemble to get food from Reuben Reuben and the widows he serves

| depend on those giving to my working fund behelwlent works like this.
We helped Reuben with the food for the widelvasdselping with many
projects at congregations, the hospital, pamlargesondary school, and
NIATS. | always appreciate those partnerimginvitiese acts of service, but
this trip | had some special assistance frgacisbrgeusg people. The
preschoolers in Sunset’s Tuesday/Thursdiéscsethooboey and entrusted me
with around $250 to spend helping childrenain Njigarse God for their
effort and am grateful to each one of theripatipgrin this kind of effort.
Notice the picture below of my ministry pattieeBinmset preschool and the
Nigerian Nira they contributed to assist thef peopta.
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| anticipate entering agreements with NIATS @AQ tEssien School of

Evangelism. | hope to see Sunset instrubtgygdréligeria to teach the

incredible students there and work with thegr grogregations. | think we
will all benefit from these agreements. | dhan&dBance for the incredible
works He will do through these agreements!

As we drove to the airport to leave Nigeri& swerawarded in the road by
vehicles with machine gun carrying men ireteeund ©fi the weapons firing
around us was sobering, but they moved onsaaeddedif us alone. | am
grateful for God keeping us safe on our w#ynieEatato There are dangers to
be faced when traveling abroad, but the révaaeds@fto these areas far
outweighs any danger. | look forward to tcaMidjega again.

| solicit your prayers as | communicate withers dverseas and write the
agreements between Sunset and their sahoelsd yals prayers regarding a
few health problems that have arisen due étctrawaht be wise to pay
attention to the articles on deep vein throohlolosithe little exercises they
suggest on long flights). More than that,ylosoljmiayers for our Nigerian
brethren. They will certainly always be iginty dmouprayers.

In Him,

Let’s continue to climb and meet new challenges!
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