April 2008
Dear Friends,

| want to begin by apologizing for the length of this newsletter, buthte past month has
beenvery eventful and exciting and there is so much | want to share with you.

| was already scheduled to teacthis spring in our Athens branch school so we decided
to accomplish a few othertasksx EET A )  x AO OE In th©dgdhdaAvisAoimieet & E
up with Sammy Flanary in Athens and then to have Francis Habashy and his son Alfred
come from Cairo, Egyptd join us. We wanted to evaluate the opportunities to reach Arabic
speaking people who have immigrated to Athens. Also Alfrédabashyhas expressed an
interest in coming to Lubbock for ministry training and this would give us a good chance to
know him better.

Athens z a gateway city

There are over one million immigrants and refugees from Middle Eastern nations and
North Africa living in Athens. One estimate is that over 500,000 Egyptians have moved to
Athens. This provides a unique opportunity toeach into that community and share the
good news of Jesus Christ with people who are searching for a new beginning.

Francis and Alfred only had one weeln Athens, so we wanted to make the most of our
time. With the help of Dino Roussosind Dino Tzaretos we arrangedfor them to preach
and teachto the local congregations and to Arabic speaking peopl®elow is a picture of a
group of Russiars and Bulgarians who meet at the Omonia church of Christhey were
excited to hear from Francis about his mirstry in Cairo. And then Dino invited me tospeak
to them in Russian. Oh my, | have forgotten so much of what | learned.

After meeting at Omonia for their services,
we quickly traveled by subway to the Evrou
congregation where Francis and Alfred sang
Christian hymns for us in Arabic and shared a
short message.




Monday Alfred attended the regular classes at our birach school and we made plans for
the day. That evening we went to a homeless shelter to help serve meals and to teach. A
short Bible lesson is offered before each meal. On Monday nights the audience is made up
of people from many nations, but they arelaMuslim. As Francis spoke his meage was
translated into Greek,Arabic, Farsi and French. That night over Zbpeople were served a

hot meal and heard a message about Jesus
Christ.

The following day, Francis and
| went to speak to a groupof
American young people from
Pepperdine University. They are
studying in Athens this summer
and Dino Roussos invited us to
speak to the class. We had
already met some of the young
people at the homeless shelter
where they helped serve and
clean up.
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sites that have Biblical significance such as Mars hill and ancient Corinth. So Alfred and
Francis spent the day withDino Tzanetos sightseeing. Hat evening we agairjoined up
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Samaia is directed by a Koreamamed Phillip. He was gracious and appreciated our
help in teaching and praching. He shared withus how somany of the people they mmister
to have fled from war torn nations such as Afghanistan, Iraq and Pakistan. When we
walked in, | noticed one roonfilled with women and children. | was told they were mostly
from Afghanistan. Over pe million Afghan refugees are beinfprced to leave Iran. And
with no homes to return to,many of them are makingheir way to Athens in hope of
entering Europe and beginning a new life.

| was invited to speak for 10 minutes
and my message was translated into
Farsi. Afterwards | saw thisobviously
proud father and his small baby. | asked
permission to take a picture and then |
asked a few questions. She is seven
months hold, and when | asked how long
they had been in Athens, he repdd
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arrived while they were making their way
to Greece.



