
Home Again 

     I arrived back in Lubbock on March 17th after nearly three weeks visiting four ministry 
training campuses in the Republic of Philippines.  Charles Smith has developed a great 
system of training church leaders and church planters. The students begin by attending 
classes for two years followed by Á ÔÈÉÒÄ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÆ ȰÆÉÅÌÄ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇȱ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈ 
veteran preachers and missionaries.   
 
     My journey took me over 15,000 miles and to the four campuses located in Olangapo, 
Angeles City, Rosario and Naga City.  My assigned topic was Developing Church Leaders 
and Congregational Development.  It is always my hope that my students benefit from what 
I share with them and pass it on to others.  I know that I personally benefit and always feel 

refreshed and renewed from my time with 
the students and church leaders. 
 
     My first stop was in Olangapo and the 
Kalaklan congregation.  Olangapo is near the 
former US naval base in Subic Bay.  The 
students and I spent two days discussing 
church leadership and development.  I also 
set aside time to spend with just the faculty 
members and observed as they taught their 
classes.   
 
     It was wonderful to interact with the 
students and to answer their questions.   
Many of the fieldworkers attended the 
classes and shared with me some of the 
challenges they face work ing in the remote 
areas of the islands.  

 
 
     The next stop was in Angeles City.  
At one time Clark Air Force Base was 
a very large military installation 
located near Angeles City.  And many 
of the Americans stationed there 
started the congregation.  Today the 
American military is no longer 
present, but they laid a strong 
foundation that has supported the 
work of the Lord.   
 
     At the right, I am concluding my 
classes in Angeles and looking 
forward to some fellowship under the 
large mango tree. 



  I joined the students for break time 
under the mango tree.  We enjoyed 
ÔÈÅ ȰÐÁÎÃÉÔȱ ÁÎÄ ) ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄ ÓÐÅÎÄÉÎÇ 
time swapping stories with the 
studentsȢ  "ÒÏÔÈÅÒ (ÉÇÁÔÏȭÓ ×ÉÆÅȟ 
Eden was a wonderful hostess and 
prepared a snack each day for us. 

 
     Each of the schools worked hard to 
make me feel at home.  Students invited 
me to attend birthday parties, share in 
Bible studies and enjoy sightseeing.  
Everyone was eager to introduce me to 
the Filipino way of life. 
 
 

 
 
     Rosario is a small town located 
south of Manila near Batangas.  The 
students and field workers have 
ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ȰÈÏÕÓÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓȱ ÉÎ 
that region.   The graduates from this 
class will be working with these new 
congregations to teach and preach the 
gospel. 
 

 
     Naga City is a short plane flight south 
from Manila.  It was great to spend time 
with these four students who will all 
graduate in April.  They have virtually 
completed their studies and are now 
ready to serve.   
 
     We just pulled some pews into a circle 
and spent a lot of time talking and 
sharing ministry experiences. 



     Flying into Naga City you can see the rice fields below.  The Philippines are beautiful 
islands rich in diversity, but the real beauty is found in the Christian brothers and sisters 
who love and respect one another.  They have truly found a place in my heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     A short drive from Naga is the 
Mayon volcano.   The active volcano 
is considered one of the seven 
natural wonders of the world. 
     In 1814 the Mayon volcano (seen 
in the background) erupted and 
buried the entire town of Cagsawa. 
All that remained was the bell 
tower of the Spanish mission 
church built in 1724.    
     The Mayon volcano is the most 
active volcano in the Philippines 
and has erupted as recently as 
2006.  But the mountain was shy 
during my visit and hid its summit 
so you cannot see the perfect cone 
shape for which it is famous. 
 
 

 
   We sincerely appreciate your prayers for my safe travel and for Marge during my 
absence.  I often tell the students that ministry is a team effort and I tell them about the 
generous individuals like you who stand with us as we seek to use our talents in service to 
our Lord.            
 
 

We pray that God continues to richly bless you, 
 

Doug & Marge Reeves 


