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A MAGNIFICENT INFESTATION
(With apologies to Lloyd C. Douglas)

I hope you'll forgive me if I do a little reflecting as we pass from one year into the next. These
transitions are always a good time to analyze the past and anticipate the future. Lately, I have
been reflecting on the work Brenda and I do and thinking of changes and adjustments that need
to be made.

When I caught the “preaching bug,” I left university to pursue training at a preaching school. It
was there that the “preaching bug,” evolved into a “missionary bug.” That particular critter has
infested my life since 1967 and it has been a magnificent infestation! Without benefit of formal

training in “missiology” I wound up in the beautiful city of Adelaide, South Australia and, as the

song says, left my heart there.

As I review our history there I am both exhilarated
and appalled. I am exhilarated because, in spite of
my gross ignorance, I and my teammates managed to
preach the gospel and bring salvation to lost souls. I
am agppalled that I preached more church than Christ.
I am exhilarated as 1 think of the church we planted.

I am appalledthat 1 spent so much time and energy
taking pot shots at the denominations. We blundered

y

through the better part of ten years and got better at =
our job as the years went by. As we rolled along, we o e
picked up a coating of experience that hardened into a Baptizing in South Australia in the

thin crust of wisdom. 1970’s

But it is wise to remember that on-the-job training, while very effective, is potentially dangerous
and often damaging. A few years into our Australian sojourn it became clear that my training in
: missions was inadequate. I thought, “"What a
2006 Leon Congregation wasteful way to learn how to do anything!

: ) ‘ - Returned missionaries ought to train potential

158 [ missionaries by giving them the benefit of their

hard-earned ‘smarts’.” So, you can imagine my joy,
years later, to be asked to join forces with Sunset
International Bible Institute to train missionaries
and mission teams.

Perhaps someone is asking, "So where is the fruit of
< such labor? Are you baptizing anyone? What good
are you doing if you can't point to some fruit?”
Well, my friend, look at the fields and you'll find




plenty of fruit...fruit such as we see from the Leon, Mexico team I helped train in Advanced
Missions. Now they are on the field and their congregation has grown from 20 to over 60
(pictured above) in the past two years mostly by conversions. This team is representative of
what we are about worldwide.

Even though my area of
concentration is Oceania (Australia,
New Zealand and the South Pacific),
I help train all the missionaries and
teams coming through Sunset who
have gone to several Mexican cities,
Brazil, Canada, Cambodia, Italy and
several US cities. This year we will
see our first Oceania team arrive in
Auckland (contingent, of course on
finding support), New Zealand
(pictured R). When fielded, these
teams will be far more productive
than any of us could be individually. Yes, we could go, but by training these men and women we
MULTIPLY OURSELVES!

We ask your prayers as we help open the new Macquarie School of Biblical Studies school year
under the management of SIBI. Our flight is booked for Sydney, leaving the 20" of this month
and arriving on the 22", Here we hope to multiply trained and able spokespersons for the
gospel of Christ. A great big THANK YOU for those who sent travel and working funds. Brenda
and I sincerely wish each of you and yours a very happy and fruitful New Year.

Make plans to attend

THE SUNSET WORKSHOP
January 24-28

For more information click on:
http://www.sibi.cc/index.php?option=com conten
t&task=blogcategory&id=35&Itemid=172
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